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Samuel M. Nickerson 
By Arthur Ferraris 

SAMUEL M. NICKERSON 

ON July 20, 1914, occurred the 
death of Mr. Samuel M. Nick- 
erson, one of the pioneer bank- 
ers of Chicago and a Trustee of the Art 
Institute from the time of its incorpora- 
tion until his death. He was born in 
1830. In 1858 he came to Chicago 
where he engaged in business and pros- 
pered so that in a few years he became 
president of the First National Bank, a 
position which he held until 1899 except 
during the period of Lyman J. Gage's 
office. Mr. Nickerson retired from active 
work in the business world about fifteen 
years ago and moved to the east. 

Mrs. Samuel M. Nickerson, whose 
death preceded her husband's by two 
years, was an Honorary Member of the 
Art Institute and like her husband was 



deeply interested in the growth and de- 
velopment of the institution. She was 
also active in the work of the Antiquarian 
Society, which has done so much to enrich 
the collections of the Art Institute with 
textiles and other objects of decorative 
art. 

In 1900 Mr. and Mrs. Nickerson pre- 
sented to the Art Institute their remark- 
able collection of art objects, the accumu- 
lation of years of travel and selection, for 
which they themselves completely fitted 
up galleries 41, 42 and 44. These 
rooms they provided with beautiful and 
suitable decorations, marble wainscoting, 
mosaic floors, and steel ceilings. Their 
interest and personal care extended to 
even the smallest details of installation. 
This unconditional gift was the most 
munificent single gift ever presented to 
the Art Institute. Two distinct classes 
of objects comprise this collection: a 
large number of fine Japanese, Chinese 
and East Indian objects of art, and a col- 
lection of modern paintings. The col- 
lection of jades, agates and crystals, one 
of the finest in America, numbers about 
275 specimens. 

Mr. Nickerson has left a bequest of 
250,000 to the Art Institute. With this 
bequest he has provided for the perma- 
nent care of the Nickerson Collection 
and for the purchase of such objects as 
the Trustees of the Art Institute see fit 
to be added to the collection. 

SUMMER EXHIBITIONS 

THE summer season brings many 
strangers to the city, who visit the 
Art Institute in increasingly large 
numbers. Consequently the officers of 
the Museum recognize the necessity of 
providing as interesting and important 
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